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RECTOR’S REPORT 2020 
THE YEAR OF THE PANDEMIC 
The challenge for the church community in the Year of the 
Pandemic , the place of the building and the impact for the parish as 
a whole are yet to be fully reflected on. The impacts of the Pandemic 
across all walks of life have not yet fully been realised. As the church 
doors were forced to close the church building as a gathering place 
and focus for prayer, worship and social engagement, was no longer 
available to us.  However, during the heights and depths of restriction 
and permission, we remained in solidarity with all groups and 
organisations which had to lock their doors too and find new ways of 
being themselves.  As a church we were specifically called upon to 
submit to the Guidelines of the Church of England Coronavirus 
Recovery Group. These guidelines didn’t always sit comfortably with 
us, but nevertheless we took all their advice and instruction on board. 
Weddings and baptisms all had to be put on hold or postponed to 
another date. Sunday services in church were impossible and the 
closed church door meant people could not find a place for stillness 
and quietness.  
 
So, I can only express my deep gratitude and admiration for all the 
groups represented in this Annual Report Booklet, as well as all the 
individual endeavours in the church community to love and serve 
others – and in this, St Barnabas with Christ Church loved and 
served the Lord. The reader is advised to let these reports speak 
their volumes about how the church remained alive and active. 
 
The work and concerns of the Pastoral and Worship Sub-Committees 
merged throughout the year as a telephone network of care and 
concern for every individual on the Electoral Roll immediately got 
underway. A ‘Beyond the Walls’ programme of invitation to the parish 
community to offer their own words of encouragement and their own 
prayers, as well as engage with the stories and themes of the Church 
Year, was designed as a Prayer Board outside the church door. New 
skills of how to record, film, upload and ‘click on’ worship services 
were formed. This proved to be a huge learning curve for everyone, 
including myself, and a curve which everyone got on with. We even 



discovered how much could be enjoyed and engaged with even if we 
couldn’t be in our building.  
 
St Barnabas weekly worship, prayer and reading material in the form 
of ‘Sunday Breakfast, Lunch, Tea’ became known as the BLT – and 
was distributed as a hard copy for those without online facilities, or as 
an email attachment on the round robin email list and to which names 
and new contacts were added over time.  The church YouTube 
Channel became popular as more of the church community were 
prepared to film themselves and be put out there in the public eye. A 
Young Person’s BLT was also distributed every week. This weekly 
material in all its forms provided for the spiritual diet and was greatly 
appreciated, along with the regular photos and the sharing of poetry 
and readings supplementing the material to brighten the times.  The 
monthly magazine remained in circulation online. It became apparent 
very quickly that more people than would otherwise come to church, 
joined us online: we celebrate this and have expressed our desire to 
keep in touch with this new online congregation as the year ended. 
We now have 55 subscribers (regulars wishing to make that 
commitment) to our Tube Channel although over the months many 
entries attracted over 100 views. Also a responsive day for Facebook 
can hit 24 ‘likes’ at a time – some of whom use YouTube, some do 
not and vice versa.   
 
Although funerals were a challenge, the Funeral Directors were both 
a delight to work with and very professional in their approach.  
 
Christ Church became the Friday Food Shop to serve those highly 
affected by loss of income and school meals – a massive work 
undertaken by Sue Martyr and those who picked up and dropped off 
food for the Free Shop to be kept well stocked.  
 
When we were permitted to re-open we did so for private prayer, able 
to use the AV System as an aid to prayer in words and music. 
Stewards were on hand to staff this and ensure people kept safe. 
When we were able to celebrate the Eucharist again, livestreaming to 
our YouTube page became the way to reach those who still could not 
get to church. This we did for a brief time in late summer / early 
Autumn when we were able to be together again to celebrate the 
Eucharist – in bread only and with no singing – although the band, 
our organist and lead voices kept our music alive.  
 
Christmas services were mostly pre-recorded. Christmas events 
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sticking to the restrictions of Rule of 6 and social distancing outside 
took place around a fire pit, or around the outdoor shed turned Holy 
Stable.  
 
I managed to keep in touch with the schools including the leaving of 
Mark Pollard – the head teacher of Bishop Perowne – and I was able 
to take part in a socially distanced leavers service in the St Barnabas 
School grounds, to hand out the church’s gift to leavers of the 
booklet ‘It’s your Move’.  Regency School were delighted that I could 
attend the zoom harvest and Remembrance services. Sadly, none of 
the schools could come to church.  
 
Our eco-reps, Judy and Chris Ford, have kept the concerns of the 
environment in mind and as we keep or sights on being as eco-
friendly as we can. 
 
During this time I took advantage of several training events for clergy 
including a zoom conference called ‘Celebrating Wisdom’ – an inter 
regional course to assist clergy to review ministry and how they are. I 
took part in my Diocesan Ministerial Development Review and did 
some reading. I took a break away from the Rectory when lockdown 
was lifted in the summer. The Clergy Conference took place in 
September by zoom, and offered the opportunity to connect with 
colleagues for ideas and support.  
 
No doubt 2020 was very different and unexpected and it may be that 
church life will never be the same again. However, when I consider 
the commitment, compassion and hard work of the people of the 
church in this parish, I am positive and optimistic that the church - 
building or not - remains open, active, healthy and able to provide a 
safe place for people to come and reflect and encounter the living 
God in 2021.  
 
I want to give particular thanks for the ministry of Revd Andy 
Gandon, Steve and Rhianne O’Rourke, Mark Watson, Sue Martyr, 
Julie Berrow: all the musicians, the pastoral and prayer teams, the 
attention of the PCC and the members of the Standing Committee 
and all those who have cleaned, phoned, prayed and kept me on the 
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straight and narrow! 
 
Christine Chilton RIP. 
 
May 2021 hold as much depth.                                
Revd Julieann Watson: Annual Report 2020 
 
 

CHURCHWARDENS’ REPORT 2020 
After a normal start to the year, 2020 proved to be a very different 
year due to the Coronavirus pandemic which swept the world. The 
subsequent lockdowns caused the church to be shut for months and 
for services and meetings to happen in new ways: online via 
YouTube and Zoom. It has been a steep learning curve for most of 
us. 
 
INVENTORY 
This was checked in August 2020 in St Barnabas   
  

FABRIC 
We are very grateful to the fabric committee for all their hard work in 
continuing to maintain our church building.  
  

CHILDREN and YOUNG PEOPLE 
Messy Church was only able to meet in January and February due to 
the lockdown in March and continuing caution throughout the year. 
Sue Sykes sent out Messy church news and activities to many 
families throughout the year and provided activity bags for 
Christingle. 
Sue Sykes and Judy Ford faithfully led the Open the Book sessions 
at St. Barnabas School every Monday until lockdown with Sue 
continuing for some time after. 
Green Lane Pre-school continues to meet in the church hall. We are 
pleased at their success. 
  

MUSIC 
John Hocking continues to lead our music worship, along with the 
band twice a month when the church has been open for worship. 
Many people have played and sung on our YouTube and Zoom 
services. Lead voices have sung during services when singing was 
forbidden for the congregation. Our thanks for all the work they do 
and for the innovation they have shown. 
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FINANCE 
We have again paid our Parish Share in full in 2020. Our grateful 
thanks to Claire Summers, our Treasurer. John Dentith has continued 
his sterling work as Stewardship secretary. 
  
WORSHIP and EVENTS 
 Wednesday 10am Eucharist has been held when allowed. 
 Thursday 12.30 Eucharist continued at Christ Church until 

lockdown. 
 Courses were held in Lent and Advent. 
 Andy & Margaret Gandon’s house group met on Wednesdays 

and then on Zoom. 
 Crafternoon met on Monday afternoons in church to knit for 

different projects, whilst enjoying companionship, tea & biscuits. 
This had to stop in March due to lockdown 

 T@Tolly was monthly at Christ Church for the first three months 
of the year. T@Tolly goody bags delivered to children in Tolladine 
including Harvest bags.  

 Foodbank in Christ church on Friday mornings for local people. 
 Services have been held on YouTube, Zoom & on paper (BLT) for 

those unable to access the internet. Services were held in church 
from August-end October & then some in December. Many of the 
services were recorded and shown on YouTube. 

 
January:   Many of the congregation went to Kalantha’s Licencing at 

 Hallow Church.  
                  Burns Night. A great night with Bill Chalmers addressing 

 the haggis. 
February    Shrove Tuesday with pancakes in Church   
        Ash Wednesday services 
March  Telephone contact list set up to ensure every member of 

 the congregation and known friends would be phoned 
 weekly to check they were alright. 

April           The visit of our friends from Magdeburg has had to be  
 postponed. 

  Holy week was celebrated outside the church, including a 
 donkey made by the O’Rourke family 
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      Prayer Board outside church 
   Prayer stations 
   Noon ringing of church bell 
May   Ascension Day and Pentecost – knitted and paper  

  doves hung in tree for anyone to take home 
July     Church open for private prayer at designated times         
August         Church open for services on Wednesday mornings 

 and Sundays 
September  Open church for Ride & Stride & exhibition 
November  APCM 
   Our Remembrance service had to be cancelled due  
   to another lockdown. A recording of a small wreath  
   laying ceremony was recorded and shown on   
   YouTube. 
   Christ church patronal Sunday held on Zoom 

December  Christmas shoe boxes for the homeless. 
  Outside the walls Christmas tree for prayers 
           Rector’s Christmas party in groups of 6 in garden 
                  Service of Lessons and carols on YouTube 
    Nativity scene on the green 
                   Carols on the green 
    Midnight Eucharist on YouTube 
              Eucharist on Christmas Day in church 
 

We were extremely saddened by the death of two very faithful church 
members this year. Kitty Turner died in July and Christine Chilton died 
in November. We miss them both. 
 

Thank you to those who have contributed to our Sunday worship by 
learning to record services, to host services on Zoom, to record 
readings, music, singing and prayers. We are very lucky at St. 
Barnabas to have so many people willing to give so much time and 
energy.  
 

We especially thank Julieann for adapting so well to our needs and 
working tirelessly to ensure that everyone, whether tech savvy or not 
has been able to participate in church life in 2020. Also, many thanks 
to those who have advised and helped the recordings to happen and 
to those who contributed to the BLT. 
 
A big thank you to everyone who contributed to our church life during 
this difficult year. 
Rachel Chalmers & Mary James 



 SECRETARY’S REPORT 2020 
Items discussed in no particular order of priority: 

  
Finance
Tolladine Mission/Project 
Christ Church 
Magdeburg 
Deanery Synod reports 
Child Protection/Vulnerable Adults/Safeguarding Policy 
PCC Groups 
Magazine 
Church Hall 
Electoral roll/newcomers 

 
The PCC met on 20th January, 16th March, 7th September, 1st 
November (APCM), 24th November and 7th December. Some 
meetings were held in St Barnabas but because of the pandemic 
some were held on Zoom. The meetings start at 7.30pm and end at 
9.30pm which may be extended by 15 minutes if the business 
requires. 
 
Reports from groups are sent to the Secretary and emailed to the 
PCC prior to the meetings.  The reports are accepted by the PCC 
unless any item needs further discussion. 
  
The Rector is the Chair and in her absence the Lay Chair takes over.  
The Rector issues a report prior to the meeting. 
 
The meetings begin and end with prayer.  The attendance is about 
95%. 
Sheila Bright: February 2021 

  
 
 
 

FINANCE REPORT 2020 
Treasurer’s report available separately. 
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WORCESTER EAST DEANERY SYNOD 2020 
Worcester East Deanery – Summary report for 2020 
This document has been prepared for Churches within the Worcester 
East Deanery who may require a ‘Report’ to append to their Annual 
Report for the 2021 APCM. It is not a definitive account but contains 
the brief summary of the Worcester East Deanery 2020 year.  
Paul Fulbrook. 
 

The Worcester East Deanery year of 2020 started in a mood of 
optimism and drive with the Standing Committee (physically) meeting 
in early February at the Rural Dean’s home for a planning meeting. 
We discussed the APCM reports that had been prepared for 2019 
about the Deanery and spoke on the intended Archdeacon Visitation 
due in May at St Nicholas Barn. Open Conversations was the theme 
being pressed on us by the Diocese. 
 

Our first Deanery Synod of the year was due to be on 24th March and 
in line with the then major World concern we were going to have an 
input into ECO-Church. Bronze Awards having been obtained by 
some of our Deanery were to be discussed and practical matters 
suggested so that other Parishes and our Deanery could apply for the 
award too. All that rapidly changed as Covid-19 took hold and the 
meeting was cancelled with only a few days to spare as the country 
went into the first lockdown on Monday 23rd March 2020. 
 

The June meeting was intended to be an in-depth study (at St 
Helen’s) about Evangelism and speakers were being arranged. It was 
also intended to have an input about the ALPHA Course. That June 
meeting would have been the first meeting of the new (17th) Deanery 
Synod and members who had been elected to be their Parish 
representatives would have been helping to form the new conclave. 
Without that happening and with the country in disarray it was 
decided by Diocese that the existing 16th Synod members would 
continue as would the Lay Chair, Secretary & Committee members. 
 

The November meeting was planned to revisit St Martin’s in the 
Cornmarket and we were hoping to explore raising awareness to 
mental health. To that end we were looking at a possible input from 
MIND and in any case tackling the subjects of: Dementia; 
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Depression; and related topics. The intended date for the Deanery 
Eucharist was never even considered as being impractical. 
 

Our first Synod of the year did actually take place in early November 
and took the form of an on-line ‘Zoom’. A word which most of us had 
certainly not heard of in the February. We started with a reflection on 
the year and how it had affected our individual Parishes. We then had 
an update on the Open Conversations watching a screen share video 
of Bishop John talking to this theme. We were brought up to date with 
the intention of the Bishop’s Pastoral Order which will reduce the 
number of Deaneries from 1st February 2021 to enable a more flexible 
working together of parishes and deployment of Clergy. Our deanery 
will simply be called the Worcester Deanery and incorporate Martley & 
Worcester West plus the Saltway Team Ministry from Droitwich 
Deanery. A new Area Dean will be appointed in due course. 
 

 
MESSY CHURCH 2020 
The Messy Church session for January was on the theme 
of the Passover in preparation for a Messy Eucharist in 
February.  The February session proved to be our last for 
that year as we had to cancel Messy Church for Mothering Sunday as 
Lockdown began. 
 
We have subsequently tried to maintain communication with the Messy 
Church families by e-mail.  Each month Messy Church HQ at BRF have 
produced “ Messy Church at Home” material which we have forwarded 
to the Messy Church families. In appreciation for this we have sent a 
donation from Messy Church funds to BRF. 
 
Although Covid restrictions eased over the summer, with Preschool 
using the Hall, it proved not practical to hold meetings in the Hall. 
In October, we planned a Harvest Scavenger Hunt and picnic in the 
Countryside Centre, but just as the plans were complete, the guidelines 
changed and we were obliged to cancel. 
 
We have continued to send out “Messy Church at Home” material and 
recorded a Messy Christingle service.  We produced Christmas craft 
bags for the Messy Church families to collect. 
 
We will continue to try to keep in touch with all our Messy church 
friends during Lockdown and are hoping for a re-launch in September 
2021. 
Sue Sykes 



OPEN THE BOOK REPORT 2020 
20th March saw the last OTB in Hollymount for 2020.  
Sue Martyr reports that she much appreciated the 
increasing participation by the Staff and that children in 
the area still recognise her from OTB.  She sent an 
OTB card to all the leavers at the end of the Summer 
Term and is hoping for an opportunity to resume in Summer 2021. 
 
The Spring term 2020 in St Barnabas school began with further stories 
from Book 3 of the OTB scheme together with stories from the Christian 
Values book for the value for that term. 
 
The school closed in “lockdown” and apart from a recording for St 
Barnabas Day which was circulated to all the school,  we had no further 
sessions in that school year. 
 
In September we began afresh with the 12th year of OTB at St 
Barnabas.  Under Covid restrictions only 1 class participated in the 
session which was recorded for the rest of the school. Costumes and 
props had to be sterile and packed separately, but despite initial 
technical problems, this worked successfully. 
 
After half-term, infection rates had risen again and I thought it prudent 
not to go into school except to drop off and collect the costumes and 
props. The class teachers were marvellous and one class continued to 
produce a session which was recorded for everyone each week. 
I recorded a video about Advent and the Advent Wreath which also 
went out to all the school. 
 
I enormously appreciate all the co-operation, support and 
encouragement which I get from everyone at St Barnabas, especially 
Mrs Pauline Spencer,  and we are all looking forward to better things in 
Summer 2021. 
Sue Sykes 

 
 

6th WORCESTER BROWNIES GUIDES & 
SENIOR SECTION 
The groups stopped meeting for the year because of 
Covid restrictions, although the Guides had zoom 
meetings. 
Pam Instan 
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ST BARNABAS SERVERS’ TEAM 2020 
I wish to express my gratitude to the servers who were able to help in 
the first few months of 2020. As you know, the church was closed for 
months from mid March and for the rest of the year we were unable to 
have servers due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 

Near the end of the year, we heard the very sad news of the illness and 
death of our very dear friend Christine Chilton. Chris has been a very 
long standing server, mostly acting as Crucifer. She ensured that 
everything was correct and ready at the altar for the Wednesday and 
Sunday services. She was a role model for all servers. We shall miss 
her. 
Mary James 
 
 

EVENTS & PUBLICITY GROUP 2020  
A well-attended pancake party was held in church on  Shrove Tuesday. 
Not only did we enjoy the pancakes, but a fun quiz too! Julieann & 
Mark organised small groups (6 maximum due to covid rules) for coffee 
& cake in their garden during June. This was very welcome, light-
hearted fun after lockdown. A Zoom coffee morning was held in 
December which attracted 12 people who enjoyed the virtual get 
together. Outdoor carols (from a PA speaker) with mulled wine were 
played on 2 evenings round the Nativity scene & Christmas tree on a 
‘come & go as you please’ basis. About 40 people came to enjoy the 
scene. Due to the coronavirus pandemic it has not been easy to 
organise any other social events. 
Mary James 
 

 

CRAFTERNOON 2020 
Although this group met in January and part of February, the first and 
subsequent lockdowns meant we could not meet in the vestry as usual. 
However, this did not stop everyone from carrying on knitting for 
various projects. As well as knitting for themselves and their families, 
the ladies continued to knit jumpers, mittens, scarves, hand puppets, 
blankets, angels, holding hearts and prayer squares for different 
charities. 
 

Some of the group also contributed to the outdoor projects around the 
church throughout the year – which included doves. 
 

Hopefully we will be able to meet up again early in 2021 – we do miss 
having a chat over a cuppa! It would be good to welcome n members, 
so do look out for a date when the group will re-start. 
Rachel Chalmers 
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WIVES GROUP REPORT 2020 
The year began in January with our usual members’ supper evening, 
followed in February by a speaker giving a talk entitled ‘A century of 
popular songs 1860 – 1960’. February also meant celebrating the New 
Year with a meal, and we were able to enjoy good food and friendship 
at the New Inn in Ombersley Road. Little did we realise that the March 
meeting would be our last planned evening together due to the 
pandemic. We were thoroughly entertained hearing ‘Constabulary Tales 
– Royal Visits’. What a shame that the remaining speakers for the year 
were unable to come and tell us about ‘Hearing for the deaf’, Machu 
Picchu and the Easter islands. We also had plans for the usual AGM 
and a final meal together to mark the end of an era. For, as we 
commenced meetings in September 2019 there was, with sadness, a 
realisation that the future viability of the group needed to be discussed. 
The number of members had dropped and no new blood seemed to be 
coming forward. Also the cost of speakers against our funds was an 
issue. At the end of the March 2020 meeting a discussion was held and 
a decision made to ‘wind up’ the group. However, the feeling was that 
we should try to meet occasionally, somewhere, but at that time no 
definite decisions or plans were made. It was unfortunate that these 
discussions were unable to go any further due to having no more face-
to-face meetings.  
 
Over the years many charities have been supported through our 
fundraising and this year we were pleased to be able to give £289 to 
Parkinson’s UK. 
 
This group, started in 1948 as Young Wives, had a faithful following. We 
thank all those who came along to the meetings, all those who served 
on the committee over the years and especially remembering our last 
Chairperson, Christine Chilton, for her leadership and support. We also 
express our gratitude to church family members, who came along and 
joined us, especially at Christmas time every year, and helped us to 
celebrate this special festival.   
St. Barnabas Wives Group 1948 - 2020 
 
 

MUSIC REPORT 2020 
Like pretty much everything else, music in church was profoundly 
affected by the impact of the coronavirus pandemic.  The year started 
out much as usual but by Palm Sunday all was locked down.  Music 
was limited to what we could do online and some organ playing while 
the church was open for private prayer. 



Once we had partial opening, services were able to continue, albeit 
without congregational singing; something that has been much 
missed.  However, we were grateful to members of Lead Voices who 
were able to sing some hymns and worship songs.  We were also 
grateful to the instrumentalists who contributed so much to the musical 
life of the parish during these difficult times. 
 
Whilst the church was closed, much progress was made regarding the 
organ.  In April, we were granted the faculty to install a new digital 
organ (readers will recall a decision made by the PCC to progress this 
whilst retaining use of the pipe organ).  Our appreciation to John 
Dentith for steering the faculty through. 
 
A further meeting of the PCC was held to review the earlier position and 
to decide finally whether to go ahead and buy a digital or to abandon 
the idea and look to raise funds to restore the pipe organ.  There was a 
majority vote to progress the digital and, thanks to a very generous gift, 
we were able to place the order in December.  In the meantime, the 
pipe organ received its annual tuning in the same month.  
 
We look forward to the day when we can, once again, sing together in 
church.   
John Hocking 
 
 
 

SAFEGUARDING 2020 
During 2020, the PCC has complied with the duty under section 5 of the 
Safeguarding and Clergy Discipline Measures 2016 (the duty to have 
due regard to the House of Bishops’ guidance on safeguarding children 
and vulnerable adults). 
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Safeguarding has been an agenda item at every PCC meeting. The 
Diocesan Safeguarding team have held Network meetings via Zoom 
throughout the year which keeps Parish Safeguarding Officers up to 
date with safeguarding measures. This information is passed on to 
the PCC. As usual, the members of the Diocesan Safeguarding Team 
have been very supportive. 
 
Safeguarding policies and guidance are reviewed regularly.  
All members of the PCC have a DBS and have completed a 
safeguarding course. For this year, the C0 (Basic Awareness) and C1 
(Foundation) courses were online. The C2 (Leadership) course was 
completed by our ALMs (Authorised Lay Ministers) – Julia Adams, 
Sue Martyr, Marian Bailey and Mark Watson. The churchwardens and 
clergy have also completed the C2 course. 
 
The Parish Dashboard App is an online tool that makes it easier to 
manage our safeguarding requirements. It clearly shows whether we 
are up to date with our safeguarding administration. A “traffic light” 
system is used to alert the Parish Safeguarding Officer and other 
authorised users as to when any action is needed. At least once a 
year, an Action Plan can be generated by the Dashboard for the PCC 
to discuss any action needed. 
 
Safeguarding of children and adults is an important part of our work 
as a church. It is everyone’s responsibility – if you have any questions 
or concerns regarding safeguarding issues, please contact Rachel 
Chalmers, the Parish Safeguarding Officer, or Rev. Julieann Watson 
or a member of the PCC. There is also information and contact 
details for local and national organisations on the notice board at the 
back of church (as and when we can safely return to view these after 
Lockdown) and also on the St. Barnabas website. 
Rachel Chalmers 

 



MAGDEBURG PARTNERSHIP 2020 
As with so many things, our Magdeburg Partnership visit was 
cancelled this year due to the Coronavirus pandemic.  It had been the 
turn of our Magdeburg friends to visit us this year, but this had to be 
postponed. They were very disappointed not to be able to travel. 
 
However, many people have been keeping in touch with our friends 
via email and exchanging news with each other. Many greetings are 
sent from Magdeburg to our church family at St. Barnabas. 
A future visit will be planned for when it is safe to do so. 
Rachel Chalmers 
 
 

 

PARISH HALL 2020 
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic all hall bookings were cancelled from 
March. However, the Hall continued to be used by the Preschool. 
A legionella risk assessment was carried out in June. Julieann, Mary, 
Rhianne, Philip and Bill were trained in how to monitor the water for 
legionella. These tests are carried out monthly and a record of the 
findings kept. 
 
The fire alarm equipment and fire extinguishers were serviced in 
September. The alarm equipment is checked weekly with the 
emergency lights being checked monthly. Records of both tests are 
kept.  Two carbon monoxide detectors have been fitted. They are 
checked weekly and a record kept. 
 
The hall was given a Covid-19 deep clean in June. 
 
The heating boiler and the gas hob were serviced and landlord safety 
certificates were issued. 
 
Thank you to Julieann, Mary, Rhianne, Rachel and Pam for their help 
with everything. 
Bill Chalmers 
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FABRIC COMMITTEE REPORT 2020 
The Fabric Committee continued to meet throughout the year, 
although the majority of meetings were held on Zoom. The 
Committee were able to monitor factors impacting on the church 
fabric and also develop new projects to enhance and protect its 
condition.  Examples of the issues considered by the Committee 
during 2020 were:  the Quinquennial Inspection, church lighting, 
leaking boiler room pipe, new video screen, Legionella Risk 
Assessment, digital organ, floor staining and door painting, and 
nuisance from pine needles.  
The key issues were: 
 
Quinquennial Inspection: The Inspection was undertaken by 
Mark Evans (Architect) on the 14 August 2020.  Although the report 
concluded that the church was being well cared for it did highlight a 
number areas that required attention: 

Repairs to church roof and guttering 
Review of risk assessments 

The Fabric Committee has considered the report’s recommendations 
and has commenced their implementation. This matter will continue 
to be closely monitored during 2021.  
 
Legionella Risk Assessment: Legionella is a potentially serious 
form of pneumonia. The risks are normally low in church buildings, 
however closing St Barnabas during the Corona virus pandemic 
meant that the need to carry out a detailed assessment was 
particularly relevant as stagnant water increases the risk. 
The assessment highlighted a number of necessary actions 
including: training, temperature monitoring and the installation of a 
new water heater. These actions have since been completed. 
 
Church Lighting Project: Using a report prepared by the DAC 
Electrical and Lighting Advisor a scheme was drawn up that would 
replace the outdated halogen lights with modern LED equivalents and 
also enhance the lighting in the kitchen, altar and chancel.  The 
scheme was sent out for competitive quotes and preferred contractor 
selected. 
 
By the time of the 2021 APCM the new organ will be installed and the 
floor staining completed. Other matters identified in 2020 will be 
progressed during the current year. 
Philip Adams, Chair Fabric Committee 
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MISSION GROUP REPORT 2020 
Committee members are Ann Bryant (Chairperson), Jackie Campbell 
and Marian Bailey 
 
The Mission Fund receives 10% of the previous year’s Planned 
Giving and Sunday morning service plate collection.  The allocation 
for 2020 amounted to £4,630 and is received on a quarterly basis.  
The committee meet to discuss the various options, ideas and 
amount of donations before submitting a report via email to all PCC 
members, prior to the next PCC meeting.  After approval has been 
reached, a list of cheques required is passed to the church treasurer.  
The cheques are countersigned and passed to mission fund 
chairperson to post, together with a covering letter.  List of donations, 
information and acknowledgements are put on the mission fund 
notice board at the rear of the church. Information of donations is also 
put in the church magazine.  This year the total amount of donations 
sent was £4,000, leaving a balance of £630.  The amount of £200 is 
put aside to be used at the Rector’s discretion, leaving £430 to be 
carried forward to 2021. 
 
The mission fund donated to 15 charities in 2020. There were 8 
donations to local charities and 7 to international charities.  Due to 
the continuing Covid-19 pandemic, the annual canvassing for 
Christian Aid week in May was greatly curtailed and a decision was 
made to give an extra donation together with their Christmas Appeal.  
At Lent donations were made to Bishop John’s Appeal for the 
Diocese of Morogoro and Water Aid’s Jars of Change Appeal. Our 
Christmas donations included our mission link with Friends of the 
Holy Land supporting vulnerable Christians throughout the region, 
especially this year when the pandemic has caused Bethlehem to be 
closed for many months.  The mission donations for local charities 
were mainly Worcester based and included the local hospices, hostel 
and centres helping the homeless, the Foodbank Centre and local 
branch Age (UK). A full list can be found at the end of this report. 
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The Shoe Box Christmas Appeal for the Homeless, organised by 
Mary James, was extremely well supported once again and 210 
Christmas boxes were given to Maggs Day Centre and St.Paul’s 
Hostel – many thanks Mary and to everyone that helped and 
supported her. 
 

We also send our thanks to John Dentith for organising the 
Children’s Society box collection once again, raising £185 this year. 
Due to lockdown, the usual Poppy Day Appeal was much lower but 
£33.75 was sent to British Legion for the few of poppies that could 
be purchased this year.  
 

Finally, on behalf of the Mission Fund, our sincere thanks to the 
congregation and friends of St. Barnabas with Christ Church for the 
continuing support received every year.  
Ann Bryant 

 
2020 MISSION FUND GIVING with AMOUNTS 
 

LOCAL: 
Acorns Children’s Hospice      £250 
Age (UK)  Herefds. &  Worcs. Branch    £250 
Drowning Prevention       £250 
Maggs Day Centre       £250 
St Peter’s Hostel        £250 
St Richard’s Hospice Leap Year Appeal    £250 
Worcester Foodbank       £250 
Worcester Palestine Friendship Support Group  £250 
 
NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL: 
Bishop John’s Lent Appeal for Diocese of Morogoro  £250 
Christian Aid (Christian Aid week + Christmas donation) £500 
Friends of the Holy Land      £250 
Mothers’ Union, Christian Care for Families   £250 
Shining House Charity, Uganda     £250 
Toilet Twinning with Church Hall      £250 
WaterAid Jars of Change Lent Appeal    £250 
TOTAL DONATION AMOUNT for 2020          £4,000 
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TOLLADINE MISSION ANNUAL REPORT 2020 
‘On a journey exploring how to live life in the spirit of God’s 

love, particularly in the place of Tolladine’   
 

The relationships and activities of the Tolladine Mission, established 
pre-Covid, meant we were able to respond to the Coronavirus 
pandemic quickly and with knowledge in Tolladine. The Mission 
House, due to it’s location, were able to offer passers-by  ‘Love, hope 
and prayers’ by erecting a banner in the first week of lockdown 
setting the intention of the mission during the pandemic. 
 
We heard the local voice and swiftly adapted to address local 
concerns. The Mission became a main public interface between 
outside agencies bringing in greater resources in to the area. 
 
Being on the ground we witnessed God’s beautiful people of 
Tolladine engage with the lockdown with concern, dedication and 
community spirit. The Mission has been supported graciously by 
thirteen loyal volunteers, by personal donations and by prayer which 
have all have enabled the Mission to be what it is today. The year 
has affirmed Tolladine Mission’s position within the community and 
the mission has grown because of it.  
 
The Tolladine Mission values of Hospitality, Listening and 
responding, nurture and walking with all God’s beautiful 
people formed how we responded to the pandemic and which, in turn 
formed  those involved with the Mission. 
 
Hospitality  
Pre-Covid the Mission House continued to host a weekly Monday 
lunch group where seven people attended regularly: homemade soup 
and cheese on toast was served, stories, concerns and skills were 
shared. During lockdown regular contact continued with; a cheese on 
toast delivery, Christmas quiz, regular phone calls, and birthday 
cards. The outdoor space at the Mission House came into it’s own 
during lockdowns and was used for three tea and cake afternoons 



and hosted 2 mental Health support sessions which otherwise could 
not have taken place. The Friday Pre Covid Breakfast club,Tolly 
centre, celebrated Valentine’s day with special breakfast and 
children’s crafts. These occasions have shown the hospitality of God 
and enabled non church people to engage in spirituality, one of the 
mission’s aims.Throughout this time individuals have been affirmed in 
being  in God’s image. 
 
Listening and responding 
In the first month of the first Covid lockdown we turned our monthly 
T@Tolly drop-in sessions into a delivery of T@Tolly bags, providing a 
meal, crafts games, and a friendly face; a symbol of care, love and 
hope to families stuck in their homes. Requests for the bags doubled 
parents and during the first peak of Covid we delivered 75 individual 
bags in one session. We were enabled to do this due to our 
successful grants awarded: £1000 from Worcestershire Community  
 
Foundation,  £500  from Platform Housing and £100 worth of goods 
from Asda Community Fund. We subscribed to Holiday Hunger, 
administrated by Worcester City Council/YMCA and distributed £432 
worth of food to 23 Tolladine families. We changed the established 
breakfast club, Tolly Centre, into the Friday Free Food shop, in Christ 
Church, providing free food, sourced at first from Surplus food 
schemes and personal donations. 510 visits have been made since 
opening in July from 70 different families. In late November we 
obtained a City Council grant of £832 to improve our supply of 
essential grocery foods. Addressing lack of money at Christmas two 
supermarket trolley’s were packed full of fresh meat on Christmas 
Eve and distributed. This shop has built community relations, help 
alleviate debt, provided fresh food, gave out information, signposted 
and helped combat loneliness and well being. 
 
Due to the knowledge and contacts we have in the area we were able 
to contribute to local agencies interests: City Council, Tolladine 
Renewal project, Oasis School, distribution of meals through 
Worcester Community Trust; pumpkins distribution with Platform 
housing, distributed 25 large family Christmas hampers donated from 
Action with Children, and received a pallet of food through 
Neighbourly, Tackle Hunger campaign.  
 
The tree outside the Mission House became a memorial, instigated 
by the community, to a local women tragically murdered; it received a 
positive report on the front page of the local newspaper. 
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We continued to provide space, particularly for those who may not be 
aware of God’s presence, to  reflect on a relationship with God, 
notably, the seasonal events: celebration of winter solstice, New 
year’s Quiet morning, a forest church style ‘Pause’ summer event, a 
remembrance Poppy art installation in the front of the Mission House 
enabled neighbours and passers to take part in remembering,  
 
Halloween, Bonfire night and Carol singing around the streets. 
Mission House prayers continued until lockdown and then took to 
online prayers. Two books of Mark have been distributed and those 
people wait to attend Mission prayers in person. The rhythm of the 
Tolladine Mission has allowed situations for questions about God, 
Jesus and Bible story telling and given opportunities for lighting of 
candles, blessings and prayers. All Tolladine Mission relationships 
have  endeavoured to show the love of God by Word made Flesh. 
 
Nurture 
Both people and nature have been nurtured: ‘Open the Book’ was 
delivered to 300 school children, which nurtured connections with 
local children and families on the street. Homemade Open the book 
cards were distributed to all the school leavers giving them hope and 
affirmation particularly during Covid. T@Tolly, allowed us to engage 
with at least 50 different children, until Covid, which formed richer 
relationships with adults and children and allowed for conversations 
about God, Jesus and identity. During the pandemic we delivered 
T@Tolly bags 360 bags in 7 months, demonstrating the sustainability 
of God in a time of uncertainty. 
 
The Mission House garden has been nurtured; pumpkins were grown 
and despite Covid were carved in the garden by the Monday group, 
contributing to the Mission House Halloween celebration; a joint 
venture with Onside Advocacy, Swop and Share, nurtured the 
Mission House garden and relationships; Sanctuary Housing 
volunteers spent a day dismantling sheds; a pond cover was made 
enabling families to use the Mission House garden safely; damson 
jam, apple chutney, rhubarb crumbles and cider were made from the 
Mission House garden produce and distributed.  
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We re-distributed supermarket surplus food from FairShare and 
Neighbourly Schemes alleviating food waste. The main distribution point 
was the Free Friday shop, Christ Church,  but additionally a food box has 
been left outside the Mission House weekly which enabled a different 
demographic to be reached and where trust, community building and 
discussion about faith have taken place. 
 
During The Free shop a Friday Heart board was developed allowing for 
discussion, thoughts, and  prayers for the week, these have been posted 
on the Tolladine Mission Face Book page. At Christmas 24 people 
placed heart shaped prayers on the board which formed part of the 
Mission House garden Christmas Day service. 
 
Sustainability 
Housing project: The tenant of Avon Rd, CIO house has been supported 
by the missioner: this relationship has been enhanced due to the close 
proximity of the Missioner, incidental conversations have been vital to 
this relationship.The monetary problem and structure of sustaining the 
mission has been in the background discussions. A £7000 application 
was made to the Big Lottery fund which we were unable to access due to 
the type of the Tolladine Mission bank  account. However, due to 
relationships having grown locally, regionally and nationally the Mission 
is in a good position to forge further ahead.  
 
Future 
Over the year The Tolladine Mission has become known as an influential 
entity in Tolladine and hoped to continue to do so. However, the post of 
Tolladine Missioner has recently been made redundant and the future of 
the Tolladine Mission is being shaped without this position. The work of 
the Tolladine Mission through community building and walking with all 
God’s beautiful people has enabled and affirmed the voice of Tolladine 
people, and the hope of Tolladine people is that it shall continue. In the 
true spirit of Tolladine Mission’s founders, in particular remembering 
Peter Haddleton, Robin Sykes and Janet Hastings RIP we will continue 
to seek new ways of embodying Christ in Tolladine, and deepening 
relationships with one another and our Creator.       
Sue Martyr, Tolladine Missioner, March 2021 


