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‘JESUS HAS GOT COVID!’ 

Good Friday 2022 will be a real 
Easter experience, with the 
wonderful story of what God has 
done through Jesus being 
powerfully communicated in and 
to our city. 
 
We need Easter experiences, 
don’t we?  
Tomorrow, 23rd March will be the 
second anniversary of when the 
first Covid lockdown began. 
Everyone’s invited to make it a 
Day of Reflection, to remember 
that millions of people are still 
grieving, among them family 
members, friends, neighbours 
and colleagues they and we 
have lost over the last two years.  
Of course by the time you read 
this the day will be in the past, 
but the grieving won’t be. Neither 
will be the morass of sorrow and 
anger at the unfolding awfulness 
of Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
be over, exacerbated by the 
merciless bombing of innocent 
civilians across that land. This is 
compounded by the impotence 
of the UN, NATO, and Western 
liberal democracies – and you 
and me – to do anything to stop 
it.  
 
So perhaps we need Easter 
this year more than ever 
before. Yet it feels like we are 
firmly stuck in the darkness and 
terrible injustices of Good Friday. 
And it seems so hard to 
envisage what Easter might look 

“Jesus has got Covid!” It 
sounded surreal, but as so often, 
it’s all about context, which in this 
case was last Thursday’s 
rehearsal for the Passion Play, to 
be staged in Worcester on Good 
Friday. Ollie is the actor who 
plays Jesus, and last week he 
tested positive. And he’s not the 
only one. The week before 
Charlie was positive – he’s 
playing John the disciple. But in 
spite of these and other 
challenges, rehearsals continue, 
and the director seems pleased 
with how it’s coming together. 
Both Margaret and I are in the 
cast. For me one of the 
challenges is learning my lines!! 
 
But we hope and pray that after 
all the gloom and grief of Covid, 
and two years of postponements, 
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happen.  This is 
what we celebrate at 
Easter. Death and 
evil were defeated. 
God is stronger. This 
is our faith, and it 
gives us hope amid 
all the darkness of 

these present days.  
 
We trust Jesus will get over his 
Covid very shortly. Please plan 
to see him (and all the rest of us) 
in the Cathedral Square, come 
rain or shine, at 10.30 on Good 
Friday morning, in the Worcester 
Passion Play. And bring others – 
your friends, neighbours, your 
own family –  as well. 
Andy Gandon 
22 March 2022 
Details of all the worship across 
our cluster churches through 
Holy Week and Easter opposite.  

 
 

God of Love,  
As we think about all that has 

changed,  
help us to trust that you are 

always with us.  
As we remember those who 

have died,  
help us to trust they are at 

peace with you.  
As we reach out to others with 

kindness  
and care, may hope shine out 

in every heart and home. 
Amen. 

 

Prayer for the Day of Reflection  
 

 

 

like, and when it might 
come. For many of us 
praying is harder than 
ever, and hope really 
difficult to sustain.  
 
However Easter is only 
Easter because of 
Good Friday, because of the One 
who was himself brutally tortured 
and killed on the cross.  
Archbishop Justin Welby says..  
 
“The cross is what it means for 
God to have become human and 
to work with his creatures. It 
means.. there is nothing in our 
human experience that is too 
terrible, too dark, too painful for 
God. 
 
“The cross tells us that God is 
ultimately involved in our lives 
and suffers with us. It tells us that  
 
God chooses to change things 
the slow way – by getting 
involved with us, working with us 
and walking alongside us.” 
 
And perhaps it helps if we 
remember that for Jesus’ closest 
followers, what actually happened 
at the first Easter was the last 
thing anyone was expecting! The 
empty tomb suggested only one 
thing.. that someone must have 
removed his body. Dead people 
don’t come back to life again… 
that’s a fact.   
 
But the miracle which Christians 
call the Resurrection really did 
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PALM SUNDAY 10th April 
10am Palm Sunday Eucharist 
Mon 11th, Tues 12th, Wed 13th 
7pm Reflections and Quiet  
led by Sarah Northall, focussing 
on the voices of the unheard 
women in the Easter story 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY 14th April 
7pm Last Supper Eucharist 
led by Archdeacon Robert 
 

GOOD FRIDAY 15th April 
8.30am Morning Prayer with hot 
cross bun breakfast at St 
Wulstan’s 
 

Getting into town (walking? on 
the bus? with cars?) for.. 
10.30 PASSION PLAY at 
Cathedral Plaza 
2pm Hour at the Cross led by 
Diane Cooksey at St Nick’s 
7pm Evening Prayer at St 
Wulstan’s and Tenebrae Vigil till 
dark 
 

EASTER EVE/HOLY 
SATURDAY 16th  April 
8am – 8pm “WATCH & PRAY” 
Silent Prayer in St Nic’s Barn 
Upper Room (in 1-hour slots) 
7pm Vigil of Readings and 
Silence at St Wulstan’s 
 

EASTER DAY 17th April 
6am First Light – dawn service 
with bonfire at St Wulstan’s and 
bacon buttie breakfast 
10am at St Barnabas’ 
Easter Celebration Eucharist 

- starts with lighting Easter fire 
and renewing Baptismal vows  

 

An EASTER Prayer 
Glory to you,  

God, our strength and our 
Redeemer. 

The vacant cross and the  
empty tomb vindicate your  

claim that the love  
which suffers is the love  

which saves. 
So fill your people with joy  

and your church with 
celebration, that the world may 

know that your holy son  
Jesus is not a dead hero  
whom we commemorate,  

but the living Lord whom we 
worship,  

to whom, with you and the Holy 
Spirit, be our praise for ever. 

AMEN 
 

HALF SILENT WALKS,  
GOOD FOR THE SOLE! 
First half not talking; just  
listening and observing. 
 

6pm start - 1 hour long. It won’t 
be a ramble! 
 

Tuesday 12th, 19th & 26th April 
 

Meet at entrance of Perdiswell 
Sports Centre. Next month will 
have a different location. 
 

Any questions: Sue Martyr 
martyrboots@yahoo.co.uk 
07582243155 

WORSHIP WITH FRIENDS FROM ACROSS OUR 
CLUSTER CHURCHES IN HOLY WEEK & EASTER 

at St Barnabas’ unless stated otherwise 

mailto:martyrboots@yahoo.co.uk


 

The ongoing devastating 
situation in Ukraine has 
led to everyone wanting to 
help in any way possible.  
The Church Wardens 
arranged for a plate 
collection at the 10am 
Service on March 13th for the 
Ukrainian Appeal and this raised 
£200.  We thank everyone for 
their generous contributions. 
 
The Standing Committee 
authorised a donation of £500 
from the Mission Fund 2022 
allowance to be added to the 
plate collection.  We have made 
a £700 donation direct to DEC 
Ukraine Humanitarian Appeal for 
the British Red Cross.  From 
train stations to hospitals, Red 
Cross volunteers support people 
who have been forced to leave 
their homes, many of them with 
health problems and injuries 
caused by the fighting. 
 
The British Red Cross is a 
member of the Disaster 
Emergency Committee (DEC) 
and, together with the Ukrainian 
Red Cross Society and various 
Red Cross National Societies in 
border countries, are working to 
get vital help to the devastated 
areas.  This includes supporting 
hospitals and healthcare 
facilities; training people in life 
saving first-aid;  repairing vital 
infrastructure;  helping repair 
homes, healthcare centres, 

schools and community 
centres;   providing food, 
first-aid, clean water, 
shelter support, hygiene 
parcels and medicines.   
 
We thank God for all the 

volunteers helping in Ukraine 
and surrounding countries. We 
pray for their safety and for all 
Ukrainian refugees.                                                       
 
We pray for peace. 
Ann Bryant 
 
 

ALLOTMENT 
AVAILABLE 
TO SHARE 
Would anybody like to share my  
allotment at no cost? It’s near 
Lansdowne Crescent and shed 
and tools are available. 
 

It’s so nice to grow your own 
vegetables!  
Jan Harvey (25400) 
 
 

RAINBOW WI 
Come along and 
hear about the life 
of local councillor 
Lynn Denham at 
the next meeting 

on Friday 1st April at 1pm at 
Rainbow Community Hub, 12 
Astwood Road. More details 
from 01905 330600. 
All welcome! 
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THE BACK STORY  
OF BIRDWATCH 
Birdwatch was the 
brainchild of Peter Holden and it 
began in 1979. Initially the idea 
came to him in the autumn of 
1978 whilst trying to come up 
with a practical project for 
children for January the following 
year when the weather might be 
cold and with short days. Nine 
years before, Peter had worked 
in the RSPB Education 
department developing its junior 
membership. This was then 
known as The Young 
Ornithologists’ Club and called 
today Wildlife Explorers. The 
simple idea came to him about 
asking all the junior members to 
look out of their windows at the 
same time and count the birds. 
As a result a ‘UK Garden Bird 
Top Ten’ could be produced. 
One way to promote an interest 
in birds amongst young people 
had been to nurture good 
relations with TV programmes 
such as ‘Newsround’, ‘Saturday 
Superstore’ and ‘Blue Peter’. 
‘Blue Peter’ was very much ‘on 
board’ and instead of the usual 
700 or so participants that 
normally responded there were 
34,000 records posted to Peter’s 
office. Such was the response 
that the event was repeated the 
next and following year and so 
Big Garden Birdwatch was born.  
 
At the turn of the century the idea 
of ‘Citizen Science’ became 

popular in the USA. 
Involving the public in 
gathering scientific data 
seemed a good idea to the 

RSPB. It was pointed out that 
children were already doing this, 
and a request came to allow 
adults to take part. Now from 
34,000 the number of participants 
grew to over a million in 2021. 
This made it the largest project of 
its kind on our planet. The whole 
garden and its wildlife are now 
requested in each year’s survey. 
It is an event for the whole family 
and is well publicised on TV. I 
hope that you were able to take 
part. 2022 results are expected 
soon. 
Judy 
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JUBILEE CELEBRATION  

in CHURCH 

on WEDNESDAY 1st JUNE  

at 11am (after 10am Eucharist) 

JOIN US FOR  

TEA/COFFEE & CAKE! 

All welcome! 
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Left hand page top: Vigil in 
Worcester for Ukraine 
 

Left hand page bottom: 
Children potted plants and 
made baskets for sweets at 
recent Family Fun Day 
 

This page: Concentrating 
hard at the recent very 
enjoyable Beetle Drive 



 

SAME STORY: DIFFERENT VERSIONS 
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If you were to ask a few 
people to give an account of 
the same events that they 
had witnessed, the versions 
would not be quite the 
same. Each would wish to 
include particular, different 
details. This led me to 
research and reread the 
story of Holy Week, as told by the 
four Gospel writers. I wanted to 
find out what similarities and 
differences there were between 
the Matthew, Mark, Luke and John 
accounts and so my research 
began! My particular interest was 
in the story from Thursday until 
Sunday, Maundy Thursday until 
Easter day. I noted that, written 
over the course of almost a 
century after Jesus' death, 
the four gospels of the New 
Testament, though they tell the 
same story, reflect very different 
ideas and concerns. A period of 
forty years separates the death of 
Jesus from the writing of the first 
gospel. The four gospels were 
probably written between AD 66 
and 110, probably in chronological 
order as Matthew, Luke, Mark and 
finally John. All four were 
anonymous and almost certainly 
none were by eyewitnesses, and 
all are the end products of long 
oral and written transmission. 
Here is just a portion of my 
research.  
 
The Arrest        
Matthew and Mark name the place 
where Jesus went following the 
supper with his friends as 

Gethsemane, whereas John 
says that Jesus crossed the 
Kidron to a garden. The 
Kidron was a valley east of 
the city of Jerusalem. 
 
Matthew and Mark are quite 
specific and name Peter, 
James and John as the 

disciples that Jesus takes with him 
and that he prayed three times. 
 
Matthew, Mark and Luke mention 
that when Judas arrives, he kisses 
Jesus as a sign. It is only John 
who names the slave whose ear is 
cut off as Malchus. Malchus was 
the servant of the Jewish High 
Priest Caiaphas. Luke is the only 
Gospel writer who records that 
Jesus healed the servant, this 
being the last recorded miracle 
that Jesus performed prior to his 
resurrection. In John 18 we read 
that a relative of Malchus 
witnessed this assault and 
identified Peter as a follower of 
Christ, a fact that Peter denied. 
 

John is the only Gospel to mention 
Jesus being brought before 
Annas. He was the father-in-law of 
Caiaphas the reigning high priest, 
who had married his daughter. 
Matthew, Mark and Luke say that 
Peter denied knowing Jesus three 
times. However, only John 
mentions the second and third 
denial. It is John who uses the 
word ‘praetorium’, that was the 
name given to the palace of 
Pontius Pilate. 



 

triumph. The soldiers come to 
break the legs of Jesus and 
hasten death, but he had already 
died. We read that they pierced 
Jesus’ side with a lance and out 
poured water and blood. 
 
The Burial 
All four Gospel writers name 
Joseph of Arimathea as the man 
who asked for the body of Jesus. 
Out of fear he had been a disciple 
only in secret, but now took 
courage and came to claim the 
body. A Pharisee named 
Nicodemus, who had first come to 
Jesus at night and whose faith had 
been tentative, brought an 
enormous amount of spices to 
anoint the body, enough for a royal 
burial! 
 
John’s Passion account is read 
every year on Good Friday. I found 
it fascinating to research just three 
days of Holy Week.  
 
Do you have a favourite Gospel 
account?  This story is said to be 
‘The Greatest Story Ever Told’ and 
all best stories are best shared 
and retold. Children love a good 
story, so why not share this story 
with someone of a younger 
generation. There are plenty of 
videos on YouTube eg The Easter 

Story by J.John, an 
animated retelling of his 
children’s book. 
 
Have a wonderful 
Easter time! 
Judy 
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Jesus before Pilate 
All four Gospel writers concur with 
the question, ‘Are you the king of 
the Jews?’ and the naming of 
Barabbas, a man who had been 
charged with the crime of treason 
against Rome, his punishment 
being death by crucifixion. There 
is no biblical or historical record of 
what happened to Barabbas after 
he was let go, but according to 
one tradition, on the day he was 
released, he went to Golgotha and 
watched Jesus die on the cross. 
He could have died soon after his 
release or at an old age. Only 
John says that Jesus carries his 
own cross, whereas the others 
mention a man called Simon of 
Cyrene. The significance of Mark 
naming anyone is that it is a clear 
signal of the authority of the story. 
At the time of the circulation of 
Mark’s gospel (near 65 AD), 
Simon of Cyrene — and even 
more certainly, his children, who 
are also named — could have 
been tracked down to corroborate 
this event. When the New 
Testament authors give someone 
a name, it shows us their 
significance in the story. 
 
The Cross 
John’s Gospel has a very different 
account at this point of the 
Passion story. He 
mentions the women at 
the foot of the cross and 
Jesus’ spiritual concern 
for his mother. Here we 
read ‘I thirst’ and ‘It is 
finished’, traditionally 
words of distress and 
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‘My House is a 
Squash and a 
Squeeze’ was the first 
picture book written 
and illustrated by Julia 
Donaldson and Axel 
Scheffler, of Gruffalo 
fame. It is still 
inspiring children and 
adults more than 
twenty five years later. 
 

I loved it when I was 
reading it for the first time to one 
of my grandsons last week. There 
is something uplifting and joyous 
about poetry and rhyme for a 
start. And it’s funny.  Imagining a 
large cow doing a jig on the 
kitchen table can’t help but make 
us smile! Ultimately the book has 
a moral too, for all of us, ‘Be 
grateful for what you have’.  
 

Poetry can feel very therapeutic, 
both to read and to compose and 
is certainly higher on the agenda 
these days for young children at 
school. Research has shown that 
poetry is a great tool for unlocking 
imagination, helping with self 
expression, and using words for 
imagery and effect as well as for 
reading and writing in general. 
 

The woman in her tiny house 
pleads for help. “Wise old man, 
won’t you help me, please? My 
House is a Squash and a 
Squeeze”. He’s not called wise 
for nothing this man, does not 
disappoint with his clever plan … 

(my rhyme not his!) 
… 
….Bring in a crowd of 
noisy, disruptive 
farmyard animals, 
one after the other 
and when it all gets 
too much push them 
all out again. The 
woman will be 
amazed at how big 
her house feels! No 
extensions or loft 

conversions for this little home! 
 

There could be some different 
takes here too, on this subject of 
capacity. 
 

How about “Wise old man, won’t 
you help me, please? My Mind is 
a Squash and a Squeeze”. We 
may be feeling overwhelmed by 
all the news reports we are 
watching and hearing about 
Ukraine at the moment. There is 
only so much we can take as 
they say and I think it is true. So 
we might need to find a way of 
emptying our minds of some of it 
or at least seeking some 
welcome distraction.  
 

At our last Lent group we were 
invited to think about five things 
we could lay aside, either 
temporarily or for good. This 
could be burdens of various 
kinds, universal or personal. I 
was surprised that although this 
may not seem easy to do it can 
feel very freeing and give us 

A SQUASH & A SQUEEZE 



 

11 

energy to pick things up again as 
we need to. 
And what about “Wise old man, 
won’t you help me, please? My 
Heart is a Squash and a 
Squeeze”. Perhaps we have a lot 
of people’s problems on our 
hearts right now that need care 
and time and support. Is there any 
space left for me if I need looking 
after too? 
 
I don’t know about you but life can 
sometimes feel like it’s all or 
nothing. Enjoy space when you 
have it and make space when you 
need it. You never know when it is 
going to get filled up again - a 
refugee needs a home, a needy 
friend or neighbour a listening ear 
or a visit, overwhelming news 
stories continue to be told.  
 
Our new wallpaper is going up on 
the stairs as I write so my House 
will be full of parrots! At least at 
the moment they aren’t making 
any noise. Be grateful! 
Margaret Gandon  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15th April 
10.30-12noon 
The Passion of 
Jesus is 
coming to 
Worcester – 
free of charge 
for everyone. 
 

The Passion of Jesus is a 90 
minute performance put on in 
partnership with Wintershall. The 
play of this historic event will be 
performed at Cathedral Plaza 
with kind permission of the Mayor 
and the High Sheriff of 
Worcestershire. 
 

This will be re-created in 
Cathedral Plaza by the producer 
of the 2004 hit, the Passion of 
Christ starring Mel Gibson, Huw 
Jones supported by Chris Jaeger 
who is very well known for the all 
the brilliant work he does at the 
Swan Theater and Worcester 
festivals. 
 

We are expecting parishes from 
across the diocese of 
Worcestershire will be gathering 
at various points across the city 
to converge on foot in period 
dress. Players of Worcester 
Rugby and Cricket Clubs will 
make up the Roman guard and 
actors and actresses from across 
the county will be joining forces 
to make this a truly professional 
and memorable production. 
 

Join us!  For more info email: 
jane.roberts@jcjourneys.com 



 

Trees help us in the fight 
against climate change, so 
when winter is behind us 
and we begin to see signs 
of spring, what is better 
than the sight of trees in 
blossom!  
 

On 24th April last year, thousands 
of people came together in the 
first nationwide celebration of 
blossom. Photos were shared 
digitally of local trees as part of 
the ‘BlossomWatch’ campaign, 
launched by the National Trust. 
There were over 5.5 million 
views of these photos! This year 
the National Trust is again 
encouraging nature lovers to 
watch and share photographs on 
23rd April, ‘BlossomWatch day’, 
as a celebration of the arrival of 
spring. National Trust teams will 
be planting blossoming trees 
across England, Wales and 
Northern Ireland over the next 5 
years. 
 

Blossoming trees are vital for 
thousands of species of wildlife. 
They provide shelter and food. 
They give an early source of 
pollen and later in the year, the 
fruits provide food for bees, 
butterflies and birds. As for our 
benefit, walking amongst these 
trees can lift the spirit after the 
wintertime and is a simple, free 
pleasure. Why not follow the 
local blossom trail! Encourage 
children to look, but not pick, the 
beautiful white or pink flowers.  
Judy 
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How to make an origami 
blossom 
(From National Trust 
Magazine Spring 2022) 
 

You will need …. 
 

A square of white or pink 
paper about 10cm x 10cm 

Maybe a grown up to help you 
 

Fold your paper in half one way, 
then open it out. Fold it in half 
the other way and open so 
that you have a cross shape. 

 

Turn your paper so that it is the 
shape of a diamond. Bring the 
bottom corner up to the middle 
of your cross and fold. Repeat 
for each point until you have a 
smaller square shape. 

 

Repeat step 2. If your paper is 
large enough you could repeat 
once or twice more. 

 

Now take the top triangle and 
fold it outwards, leaving a 
small border, to make a petal.  

 

Repeat for each petal, keeping 
your creases lined up with 
each other. 

 

Take the first of the smaller 
triangles inside your flower 
and fold it out. Repeat until all 
the petals are folded up. 

       
That’s it! Make lots for a 
springtime display. Why not give 
one to a friend! 
Judy 
 
 
 
 

SPRING BLOSSOM 



 

 

 

  

WEDNESDAY 

MORNINGS AT  

ST BARNABAS 

CHURCH 
  

Coffee & Chat  

between 10.45-11.45 

 

 
 
 
 

all welcome! 

                    

ST BARNABAS  

CHURCH HALL 
To make  your booking for  

parties, meetings, clubs,  

Baptism receptions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Rachel Chalmers (458101) 

or Julia Adams (610830)     
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TO OUR 

ADVERTISERS 

who continue to support us 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the Church magazine the cost is 

£2.50 per month for this size. 



 

TOLLADINE SERVICE 
STATION 

Tolladine Road 
Worcester WR4 9AZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Family business for 40+ years 
 Repairs & Servicing to all makes 

& models of cars/light 
commercials & 4x4 

 Latest Diagnostic Equipment 
 Expert & friendly advice offered 
 We offer a free collect & deliver 

service to surrounding area. 
 

01905 24213 

                                                                               
 

 

 

 

 WorcesterFuneralService.co.uk 

01905 23499 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

      Worcester 
  

Funeral Service 

Craig is available 24 hours a day. 

Please call for any assistance. 

31c Barbourne Road,  

Worcester, WR1 1SA 

Tel: 01905 22094 
24 HOURS 

 

68, 70 & 72 Ombersley Road  
Worcester WR3 7EU 

 

www.ejgumery.co.uk 
E-mail:enquiries@ejgumery.co.uk 

E J GUMERY & SON 
Funeral Directors 

 

Independent, Family Funeral Directors 
 
  Established 1870 

 Helpful & Efficient  
           Personal Service 
 Private Chapels 
 Pre-Payment Plans 

http://www.ejgumery.co.uk/

