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PARISH STAFF 
Team Rector:  Revd Julieann Watson (23785) 
Missioner   Sue Martyr   (25466) 
Churchwardens (St Barnabas): Mary James  (455214) 
     Rachel Chalmers (07787 128345) 
Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO):    
    Rachel Chalmers    (07787 128345) 
      
WEBSITE:        www.stbarnabasworcester.org.uk  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
   St Barnabas                      Christ Church 
 8.00am Eucharist  10.00am Family Worship 
 10.00am Parish Eucharist  Baptisms (Sundays by appointment) 
    6.30pm  1st Sunday-Night Communion/quarterly Memorial Communion  
     2nd Sunday-Evensong (BCP)     (Feb, May, Aug, Nov) 
     3rd Sunday- Evening service  
     4th Sunday– Prayers for Healing & Wholeness   
  

Baptisms take place in the Parish Eucharist on the first Sunday of the month 
and at 12pm on second Sunday 
 
WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
MONDAY  8.00am   Cluster Prayers in St Barnabas 
   12.00pm Prayer in St Barnabas 
TUESDAY  8.45am Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   12.00pm Prayer in St Barnabas 
WEDNESDAY 8.45am Morning Prayer in Christ Church 
   10.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
THURSDAY  8.45am Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   12.30pm Eucharist at Christ Church 
FRIDAY  9.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
   9.45am ToddleAlong at St Barnabas 
 
Arrangements for booking banns, baptisms and marriages can be made on 
Wednesdays at 6.30pm at St Barnabas.  
 
The clergy are available, either by arrangement, or in church, for 
confessions, confidential interviews, advice, home visits etc. Please contact 
us if you know anyone who would appreciate this. 
 
Deadline for articles to appear in The Magazine is penultimate Sunday 

 
The Church Hall is available for private events and parties, including 
after weddings, baptisms and funerals and for children’s parties. Contact  
Rachel Chalmers (458101) or Julia Adams (610830)  
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PARISH OFFICE: 
To book a baptism or marriage  (or to have banns read), send 
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LOOKING BACK 

he preached later on that day!)  
 
Our Easter Sunday service 
began with a firepit and lighting 
of the Paschal candle outside 
before processing into church. It 
was good so see so many 
people and we ended with an 
Easter egg hunt! 
 
We are now in the octave of 
Easter, which runs through the 
five Sundays of May, when we 
read from Acts instead of the Old 
Testament. If you were to follow 
the lectionary every day during 
the Easter season, you would 
read practically all of Acts, which 
forms a bridge between the 
gospels and the letters of Paul. 
Luke ends his gospel with the 
Ascension and begins the book 
of Acts as the disciples are 

waiting for the Holy 
Spirit. It follows them 
as they continue to 
do Jesus’ work in his 
name, telling of the 
healings and 
baptisms of Peter 
and Paul, and also 
stories of St 
Barnabas (chapters 
13-15), and so we 
travel towards 
Pentecost.  
 
The month of May 
also brings Christian 
Aid Week which will 
be launched on 

Looking back on Lent and Holy 
Week it has been, as usual, a 
very busy time. There was a 
choice of Lent courses in person, 
on zoom and at different times 
(next year we are hoping to 
amend the timetable so that they 
don’t all take place on a 
Wednesday!).  April began with a 
litter pick, in preparation  for 
Easter and for Bishop John’s visit 
to celebrate Eucharist with us on 
3rd April. We processed around 
the church on Palm Sunday and 
it felt as though we were 
beginning to get back to normal 
after the lockdown.  
 
Sarah gave us three inspiring 
talks about the women of Holy 
Week, there were prayer vigils, 
and foot washing with 
Archdeacon Robert on Maundy 
Thursday. On Good 
Friday a group from 
St Barnabas met at 
St Wulstan’s in the 
morning for hot cross 
buns followed by a 
“walk of witness” to 
see the wonderful 
Worcester Passion 
Play on Good Friday 
with our very own 
Andy and Margaret 
Gandon in the cast. 
The bishop was also 
“crucified” as one of 
the robbers 
(although I am 
reliably informed that 
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Bishop John 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ONE GOOD FRIDAY 
The Worcester Passion Play on 
Good Friday was an amazing 
event and the organisers were 
overwhelmed with how many 
people came to Cathedral 
Square.  (see photo on previous 
page and on centre pages). 
 
The Worcester Passion Play is 
an inclusive community project  
for the community, by the 
community, for the enjoyment of 
all. 
 
As a community project it is not 
funded and depends on your 
support to make it work. The 
Worcester Passion Play is a 
registered charity and they would 
be grateful for any donation to 
enable them to develop this 
unique event in the interests of 
the community. 
 
If you would like to make a 
donation so that the organisers 
can stage it again next year, 
please visit  the website: 
http://www.onegoodfriday.com/
worcester/ 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 15th May with a special 
service on the theme of Climate 
Justice. We are also expecting to 
include breakfast so do come 
along. 
 
Jesus said, “peace I leave with 
you, my peace I give you.” As we 
continue our faith journey through 
Easter, remember places where 
church and worship is not 
peaceful or easy at the moment, 
including Ukraine and Russia, 
and offer this prayer for peace: 
 
O God, whose will is that all your 

children live in peace; 
let your infinite love,  

lighten upon the waste of our 
human wraths and sorrows. 
Give peace to your world, 

peace among nations 
peace in our homes 

and peace in our hearts 
Through your Son our Saviour 

Jesus Christ,  
the Prince of Peace. 

     Amen 
Julie Berrow 

 
 

JUBILEE CELEBRATION 
On Wednesday 1st 
June  we will serve 
tea/coffee and cake 
following the 10am 
Eucharist service to 
celebrate the Queen’s 
Platinum Jubilee.  
 
Everyone is invited. See page 12 
for poster. 
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The Big 
Garden 

Birdwatch results have now been 
announced. Here are the top ten 
birds: 
 

1. House sparrow  (number 
one again) 

2. Blue tit (still number 2) 
3. Starling (still at number 3, 

but in decline) 
4. Woodpigeon (up one place) 
5. Blackbirds (slipped down 

one place) 
6. Robin (still at number 6) 
7. Goldfinch (up one spot) 
8. Great tit (down one place) 
9. Magpie (still at number 9) 
10. Chaffinch (up one spot) 
 

The first Birdwatch took place in 
1979. This year 697,735 people 
counted 11,556,046 birds. I know 
that our sightings this year are 
not a reflection of the final RSPB 
results. We tend to have robins, 
magpies and wood-pigeons in 
our garden and occasionally we 
spot a wren or goldfinch.  Thank 
you if you took part in this year’s 
Birdwatch. 
 

The RSPB have over 40 years of 
data to help us all understand 
how garden birds are faring in the 
UK. Over the last 50 years, 38 
million birds have vanished from 
the UK’s skies. Sadly, this is 
mostly due to human activity – 
development, farming and 
climate change. For the first time 
swifts and house martins have 

joined the Red List (Birds of 
Conservation Concern) adding 
to the list of puffins, turtle doves, 
curlews and cuckoos. The list 
has expanded from 36 species 
in 1996 to 70 today! Unable to 
feed, breed or find shelter, these 
birds are in danger of 
disappearing. However these 
threatened birds can be saved. 
Red kites and bitterns have been 
brought back from the brink and 
are no longer on the Red List. 
Later this year world leaders will 
gather in China for a UN 
biodiversity conference. Let’s all 
take up the challenge and play 
our part in ending the decline of 
nature.  
Judy & Chris 
 
 

MORE ONE HOUR  
WALKS 
More one hour walks, with the 
first half hour in silence, 
connecting ourselves with 
Creator God: 
 

Every two weeks at 6pm on 
Tuesday 10th May and Tuesday 
24th May. Meet at The Virgin 
Tavern, Tolladine Road to 
experience Ronkswood Hill 
Meadows Local Nature Reserve. 

 

It won’t be a ramble and  
won’t be fast paced! 

 

For more info contact Sue Martyr 
on 07582243155  
martyboots@yahoo.co.uk 

BIRDWATCH—THE RESULTS 

mailto:martyboots@yahoo.co.uk


 

A few weeks ago the Diocesan 
newsletter recommended a book 
called ‘The Rabbit Listened’ by 
Cori Doerrfeld for Baptism 
families. The title alone started 
my reflection on how wonderful it 
was to be able to hear.  
 
What are your favourite sounds? 
I love the sound of waves rolling 
ashore and the birdsong, 
especially in springtime. The 
sounds we find wonderful may 
be annoying to others - church 
bells ringing for instance and 
loud intrusive music. Do we take 
enough time to stop and listen 
though - to be in the moment? 
Life can be so busy. When we 
experience a problem with 
hearing we soon realise how we 
should value this sense.  
 
I wonder how difficult it was for 
those who usually lip read during 
the pandemic when we all had to 
wear masks. What a wonderful 
skill to be able to sign! For those 
who watched the last series of 
‘Strictly Come Dancing’ we soon 
realised that hearing loss does 
not stop deaf people enjoying 
music and dance to 
the full. What a 
moment it was 
when we were able 
to experience Rose 
Ayling-Ellis’ world, 
even just for a short 
time. Many of us 

remember Evelyn Glennie, a 
percussionist and recording 
artist, who is almost completely 
deaf. She listens to music with 
her body and not her ears.  
 
Back to the book though! The 
story is a meditation on loss. We 
are told that something terrible 
happens and Taylor does not 
know where to turn. Many of the 
animals think that they have the 
answer and can help. The 
chicken thinks that the answer is 
to talk it out, but Taylor does not 
feel like chatting. The bear thinks 
that Taylor should get angry, but 
this does not help his feelings. 
Each animal tries to help with his 
loss. At last the rabbit arrives 
and with his wonderful large 
ears, he begins to just listen. 
This is just what Taylor needs in 
his time of sadness. 
 
How important it is to listen, not 
just at difficult times, but every 
time we converse with others. 
Various courses whilst I was 
teaching and courses run by the 
Diocese have taught me the 
importance of correct body 

language whilst 
listening, so that 
those we talk to 
realise that they are 
valued and that their 
conversation is of 
worth. 
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THE IMPORTANCE OF LISTENING:  
A REFLECTION BY JUDY 



 

Did those who were around 
Jesus always listen to his words? 
In Luke 10 v38-41 we read that 
Mary certainly listened to Jesus, 
yet sister Martha was too busy 
with housework. The disciples 
were warned that spreading the 
good news would not be easy. 
The Gospel according to John 
Chapter 1 v11 says that Jesus 
was not received by his own 
people. Luke 9 v22 says that the 
Son of Man must suffer many 
things and be rejected by the 
elders, chief priests and scribes. 
 
In the Old Testament we read 
that a number of people heeded 
God’s words. Moses listened to 
God when he encountered him in 
the burning bush. Noah follows 
God’s instructions for building the 
ark and the creatures that should 
go on board. Abraham is 
commanded to sacrifice his son 
Isaac. However, there were 
many times when God became 
angry when the people refused to 
listen and selfishly they turned 
away. 
 
Does God listen to us? 1 John 
5:14 says, "This is the 
confidence we have in 
approaching God: that if we ask 
anything according to his will, he 
hears us." If God hears us, 
shouldn’t we in return find space 
to listen to him? Are we like 
Mary, good at listening, or like 
sister Martha, always too busy? 
Judy Ford 
 

 
 

CHRISTIAN AID WEEK 
This year Christian Aid Week 
starts on Sunday 15th May. 
There will be envelopes 
available in church if you wish to 
make a donation. 
 
This is Jessica’s story: 
Jessica Mwedzi smiles with love 
for her children as she stirs a 
single bowl of porridge for them... 
...But she knows they’re hungry 
for more. This one bowl of 
porridge is all she and her family 
can eat today: ‘My children crave 
a decent meal, but I can’t 
provide. We often go to bed on 
an empty stomach. It pains me to 
send them to bed hungry.’ 
Women are at the mercy of 
climate change and hunger. 
Jessica. 
 
To support Jessica and others 
like her please take an envelope 
to donate. Thank you! 
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Above: The clean-up 
team worked around 
the church before 
Bishop John’s visit  
 

Left: We processed 
round the church on 
Palm Sunday 
 

Bottom right: The 
Easter fire was lit 
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Above & right: We met 
up with friends from our 
cluster churches to watch 
The Passion Play on 
Good Friday. See photo 
of Bishop John on page 1 
 

Bottom: The Easter 
service started outside 
before entering church to 
renew our Baptism vows. 



 

STAY IN THE LEFT LANE 
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Even with a satnav 
I’m not over 
confident about 
going somewhere 
new. Give me an 
errand or visit that 
involves looking for a parking 
place and anxiety levels start to 
rise. In all of my driving career I 
have only once successfully 
reverse parked and will continue 
to avoid that situation at all costs! 
We weren’t taught this particular 
manoeuvre in my day and 
although it is on my bucket list I 
have yet to engage a suitable 
instructor and find a safe place to 
practise! 
 
The other day we witnessed a 
small part of a long journey of 
another kind from our kitchen 
window. No obvious technology 
involved here. A beautiful 
common redstart, with its red tail, 
orange-red underparts, black 
face and white forehead ‘parked’ 
for a while. It might be ‘common’ 
but it was a first for us and is not 
usually seen in gardens. It had 
migrated from Africa, a colourful 
summer visitor, and was most 
likely on its way to ancient 
woodland in Wales to breed. How 
do these and a myriad other birds 
find their way? 
 
The Guardian recently wrote 

about 59 year old 
birdwatcher 
Oleksandr Ruchko. 
He still had another 
few months when he 
could still be called 

into action by the military 
recruitment office, to fight in the 
war with Russia. He has been 
providing birdwatching tours 
around the parks in Lviv, his 
home. The tours are with 
refugees who have come from 
cities around Ukraine, including 
Kyiv and Kharkiv. They have lost 
their homes and some have lost 
family members. Oleksandr was 
trying to help them to be calm, 
and take a break from thinking 
about what was happening. 
 
He says that in Spring the songs 
of flycatchers, wrens, black 
redstarts and yellowhammers 
can be heard. All the migrants 
are coming back to breed, 
including swifts, house martins, 
chiffchaffs, golden orioles and 
cuckoos. The most famous one 
is the white stork, Ukraine’s 
national bird. The stork is very 
sacred to Ukrainians, a symbol of 
spring, of babies, and of peace.  
 
Our birdwatcher says maybe 
they will bring peace soon too. 
The flying bird is the ultimate 
symbol of freedom. They don’t 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THREADS THROUGH  
CREATION EXHIBITION 
From 27th April to 5th June the 
Cathedral will host a breath-taking 
exhibition of twelve enormous, 
embroidered silk panels exploring 
the story of Creation. It is just 
starting a three-year tour to 16 
Cathedrals. 
 
Inspired by the first pages of the 
bible, textile artist Jacqui 
Parkinson re-imagines an amazing 
story in brilliant silks, dazzling 
metallic leathers and gold leaf – 
and more than eight million 
stitches! 
 
Displayed on huge panels, the 
work is designed to be attractive 
for viewers of all ages.  
 
Jacqui uses unusual techniques: “I 
start with antique bedsheets and 
build up my stories by quilting and 
painting them. Then I add layers of 
silk using a free motion sewing 
machine allowing me to stitch my 
‘drawings’. Then I add gold leaf 
and metallic leathers as finishing 
touches, overall creating great 
richness - a feast for the eye. 
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know borders, they need no 
visas or permission to spend 
winter in Egypt then return to 
Ukraine. He says everyone is 
happy that they are back safely, 
giving hope for better times. 
 
The reasons behind a bird’s 
remarkable navigational ability 
are still not totally understood 
and no doubt are the subject of 
continuous research. However, it 
does appear that they also use 
satnav! - or to put it another way 
they have some kind of internal 
GPS system. They may use the 
sun, stars and the earth’s 
magnetic field as types of 
‘compass’, get a so-called 
‘sunset cue’, recognise 
landmarks or even smell their 
way. However they do it there is 
evidence of an amazing homing 
instinct. 
 
So when I’m not sure of the way I 
should check the position of the 
sun and/or stars, look for 
landmarks, and ‘follow my nose’. 
Oh! And turn on my satellite 
navigation system! 
Margaret Gandon 
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The PCC recently approved the 
following donations from the 
Mission Fund allowance for 
2022: 
 
INTERNATIONAL DONATIONS: 
Bishop John’s Lent Appeal for 
the Diocese of Morogoro                                               
Donations this year will help 
provide a new centre for 
studying, advice and support, 
following the devastating impact 
of drought, floods and the Covid 
pandemic. 
Friends of the Holy Land                                                                                                     
Helping to Support our Christian 
friends throughout the West 
Bank and Gaza as they struggle 
to survive and educate their 
children. This donation is for the 
School of Joy for children with 
learning difficulties. 
 
LOCAL DONATIONS 

The Woodland Trust                                                                                                           
St Barnabas with Christ Church 
has recently been awarded the 
ECO Silver Award and, with 
advice from the Woodland Trust, 
we will continue in our effort to 
be eco-friendly. 
Worcester Foodbank                                                                                                           
More and more local residents 
are having to rely on the 
Foodbank for food and essential 
items for their families. 
St Richard’s Hospice                                                                                                             

Providing care to people with life 
threatening illnesses, offering 
support to their families and 
bereavement care and 
friendship. 
 
Sincere thanks for the continuing 
support of our Sunday service 
congregation and the Planned 
Giving Scheme. 
Ann Bryant 

 
 

CATHEDRAL TOURS 
Both tours £7 per person 
(minimum charge £35).  
A History of the Cathedral 
Grounds & Garden Tour.  Led by 
the Cathedral gardener or one of 
the garden volunteers. Enjoy the 
beautiful outdoor space and hear 
the history of the surroundings 
from a different perspective. The 
tour lasts up to  1 hour, will be 
socially distanced and uses 
headsets to enhance being able 
to hear the guide.  
 
World War I: Worcester 
Cathedral Connections Tour 
Hear the poignant stories of the 
Cathedral Cloister memorial 
windows. The tour remembers 
these men with Worcestershire 
connections who died in the 
Great War between 1914-1918. 
You can also visit other areas 
around the Cathedral and hear 
about the Cathedral's WW1 
connections.  
 

 

MISSION FUND LENT DONATIONS 
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MAUNDY MONEY 
Two church members from 
Worcestershire have received 
‘Maundy Money’ from HM the 
Queen in recognition of their 
exemplary Christian service to 
church and community over many 
years. 
 

Margaret Burston from St 
Stephen’s Church in Worcester 
and John Stanbury from Droitwich 
Methodist Church were this year’s 
recipients from our diocese and 
travelled to St George’s Chapel in 
Windsor to receive their money 
from HRH The Prince of Wales 
who was deputising for the 
Queen. 
 

As Lord High Almoner, Bishop 
John was present at the service to 
help distribute the Maundy 
Money, which is traditionally given 
to the same number of men and 
women as the monarch’s age. He 
said: “I’m delighted that this year 
we are once again able to present 
the Maundy Money to people in 
person. It is always very moving 
to see such a large number of 
people receiving this token of 
appreciation from HM The Queen, 
who herself has given such 
extraordinary Christian service 
over so many years.” 
 

Margaret Burston, 78 - member of 
St Stephen’s Church in Worcester 
Margaret has been Verger at St 
Stephen’s Church since she 
moved to Worcester around 15 
years ago, previously fulfilling a 
similar role in Malvern. In total she 

has been a church Verger for 
over 30 years, including 
completing a 4-year course  and 
being Secretary of the national 
Verger’s conference for 12 years. 
She said: 
 
“It is a lovely honour to receive 
the Maundy Money. When I 
received the letter, I thought 
‘wow, why me?’! I have really 
enjoyed being a Verger and it’s 
given me the opportunity to visit 
different cathedrals across the 
country. I’m not sure if I’m scared 
or excited about attending the 
service, but I am looking forward 
to receiving the money from 
Prince Charles – I just hope I 
don’t fall over!” 
 
The tradition of presenting alms 
on Maundy Thursday goes back 
to at least the 4th Century and in 
this country, the first record of the 
monarch doing it is in 1213. The 
word ‘Maundy’ comes from the 
Latin word meaning 
‘Commandment’. It was on this 
Thursday, the day before he 
died, that Jesus gave his 
disciples what he described as a 
new commandment: ‘that you 
should love one another as I 
have loved you.’ 
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WEDNESDAY 

MORNINGS AT  

ST BARNABAS 

CHURCH 
  

Coffee & Chat  

between 10.45-11.45 

 

 
 
 
 

all welcome! 

                    

ST BARNABAS  

CHURCH HALL 
To make  your booking for  

parties, meetings, clubs,  

Baptism receptions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Rachel Chalmers (458101) 

or Julia Adams (610830)     
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TO OUR 

ADVERTISERS 

who continue to support us 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the Church magazine the cost is 

£2.50 per month for this size. 



 

TOLLADINE SERVICE 
STATION 

Tolladine Road 
Worcester WR4 9AZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Family business for 40+ years 
 Repairs & Servicing to all makes 

& models of cars/light 
commercials & 4x4 

 Latest Diagnostic Equipment 
 Expert & friendly advice offered 
 We offer a free collect & deliver 

service to surrounding area. 
 

01905 24213 

                                                                               
 

 

 

 

 WorcesterFuneralService.co.uk 

01905 23499 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

      Worcester 
  

Funeral Service 

Craig is available 24 hours a day. 

Please call for any assistance. 

31c Barbourne Road,  

Worcester, WR1 1SA 

Tel: 01905 22094 
24 HOURS 

 

68, 70 & 72 Ombersley Road  
Worcester WR3 7EU 

 

www.ejgumery.co.uk 
E-mail:enquiries@ejgumery.co.uk 

E J GUMERY & SON 
Funeral Directors 

 

Independent, Family Funeral Directors 
 
  Established 1870 

 Helpful & Efficient  
           Personal Service 
 Private Chapels 
 Pre-Payment Plans 

http://www.ejgumery.co.uk/

