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PARISH STAFF 
Team Rector:  Revd Julieann Watson (23785) 
Missioner   Sue Martyr   (25466) 
Churchwardens (St Barnabas): Mary James  (455214) 
     Rachel Chalmers (07787 128345) 
Parish Safeguarding Officer (PSO):    
    Rachel Chalmers    (07787 128345) 
      
WEBSITE:        www.stbarnabasworcester.org.uk  
SUNDAY WORSHIP 
   St Barnabas                      Christ Church 
 8.00am Eucharist  10.00am Family Worship 
 10.00am Parish Eucharist  Baptisms (Sundays by appointment) 
    6.30pm  1st Sunday-Night Communion/quarterly Memorial Communion  
     2nd Sunday-Evensong (BCP)     (Feb, May, Aug, Nov) 
     3rd Sunday- Evening service  
     4th Sunday– Prayers for Healing & Wholeness   
  

Baptisms take place in the Parish Eucharist on the first Sunday of the month 
and at 12pm on second Sunday 
 
WEEKDAY WORSHIP 
MONDAY  8.00am   Cluster Prayers in St Barnabas 
   12.00pm Prayer in St Barnabas 
TUESDAY  8.45am Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   12.00pm Prayer in St Barnabas 
WEDNESDAY 8.45am Morning Prayer in Christ Church 
   10.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
THURSDAY  8.45am Morning Prayer in St Barnabas 
   12.30pm Eucharist at Christ Church 
FRIDAY  9.00am Eucharist in St Barnabas 
   9.45am ToddleAlong at St Barnabas 
 
Arrangements for booking banns, baptisms and marriages can be made on 
Wednesdays at 6.30pm at St Barnabas.  
 
The clergy are available, either by arrangement, or in church, for 
confessions, confidential interviews, advice, home visits etc. Please contact 
us if you know anyone who would appreciate this. 
 
Deadline for articles to appear in The Magazine is penultimate Sunday 

 
The Church Hall is available for private events and parties, including 
after weddings, baptisms and funerals and for children’s parties. Contact  
Rachel Chalmers (458101) or Julia Adams (610830)  
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SERVICES:  
Sunday  10am  Eucharist  
Wednesday 10am Said Eucharist 
 
 
 
PARISH OFFICE: 
To book a baptism or marriage  (or to have banns read), send 
message through our website: www.stbarnabasworcester.org.uk 
 
 
 
MAGAZINE DEADLINE: Penultimate Sunday of each month.  
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IT’S GOOD TO TALK…. 

So why all this talk about talk? 
On Thursday 31st March the third 
round of Open Conversations 
will be taking place for the 
Worcester Deanery at All Saints 
Church between 6.30-8.30pm. 
People from churches across the 
deanery are encouraged to 
come together to talk about the 
future of the Church and the 
ways that we can support one 
another.  
 
The evening will include some 
input from diocesan staff 
members sharing plans to 
support and resource parishes 
as well as conversations in 
groups. There will be the 
opportunity to hear and share 
good news stories from churches 
within the deanery and diocese 
and learn more about the 

I wonder how many of you 
remember the BT ad campaign 
from the mid-1990s with Bob 
Hoskins trying to convince 
viewers that, ‘It’s good to talk.’ It 
is a well-known slogan today but 
at the time it helped BT to grow 
the size of its overall market by 
encouraging customers to make 
more, and longer, telephone 
calls. Quite a change from a 
company that had developed a 
reputation for poor service and 
out-of-order telephone boxes! 
 
It's good to talk. That’s what 
many counsellors advise, 
especially when people are 
struggling with various issues. 
Sometimes it’s good to talk to a 
trusted friend but at other times it 
can be easier to talk to a 
stranger.  
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same and work with people from 
other churches in this. So I do 
pray that you will feel able to 
support this third round of Open 
Conversations and come along 
as representatives of St 
Barnabas willing to listen and 
learn from and be an 
encouragement to others.  
 
To register for the Open 
Conversations please look on 
the diocesan website.  
Revd Diane Cooksey 
Area Dean 

 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY  
SERVICES 
10am at St Barnabas 
12pm at St Wulstan’s 
7pm at St Barnabas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PANCAKE DAY 

SHROVE 

TUESDAY 

Join us in church for 
PANCAKES & 

QUIZ 

at 6pm on 1st March 
 
 
 
 

Healthier Churches Fund and 
Mission Accompaniers.  
 
It has been a challenging two 
years and many churches are 
having to re-think how they move 
forward with smaller and aging 
congregations as well as less 
Stipendiary ministry following a 
reduction in the number of clergy 
to what the diocesan budget can 
afford. There are no easy 
solutions, and each church faces 
similar struggles, so it is good to 
come together to engage with the 
issues and find ways to support 
one another.  
 
One of the hopes for the 
Worcester Deanery is that within 
it we will develop local networks 
of churches characterised by 
mutually supportive relationships, 
collaborating on mission planning 
and joining up to serve their 
communities. In other words, 
we’re better off trying to do things 
together than each church 
struggling to do things by 
themselves. As wonderful as the 
Parish system is, it has had the 
tendency to make us very 
parochial and focus on our own 
church community instead of the 
larger picture of mission that 
crosses boundaries.  
 
As the gospels teach us, Jesus 
crossed many boundaries both 
cultural and physical to do the will 
of the One who sent him and so 
we must be prepared to do the 
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ABIDE 
Revd Sarah from St Wulstan’s is 
producing an ABIDE booklet for 
use during Lent. It will include ten 
different reflections, which can be 
used in any order and as often as 
you like. The emphasis will be on 
sabbath, on being still, with ideas 
to help you pause and take stock. 
 
Some of us might like to partner 
up with one or two others to meet 
during Lent to use the booklet 
together. 
 
The ABIDE resources will also be 
used at the weekly Wilderness 
Lunch each Wednesday in Lent 
at Wulstan’s. Come along from 
12pm Wednesdays 9th, 16th, 
23rd and 30th March and 6th 
April for soup and bread, 
reflection and friendship, and a 
simple time of communion. 
 
As ABIDE includes 10 reflections, 
and five are being offered at 
Wulstan’s, we at St Barnabas' 
plan to offer the other five here, 
on Wednesday evenings from 9th 
March at 7.30pm in the Church 
Vestry. 
 
ABIDE will be available 
electronically and in paper 

format. Pick up a copy in church 
next week. 
 

LENT COURSE 
ON ZOOM  
This course is based on the film 
“The Greatest Showman”. It will 
be led by Revd. Diane from St 
Nicholas and Julie Berrow, on 
zoom on Wednesday evenings 
7.45 – 9.15, 9th, 16th, 23rd 30th 
March and 6th April. We will be 
using material from Rachel 
Mann’s book “From Now On” 
which explores themes of hope 
and redemption in the film.  If 
you would like to join, please 
speak to Julie or e-mail 
jberrow@outlook.com 
 
As a prelude to the course there 
will be a showing of the film “The 
Greatest Showman” starring 
Hugh Jackman on Saturday 5th 
March, 4pm at St Nicholas 
Barn, off St Nicholas Lane 
WR4 0SL. The film lasts about 
an hour and a half and 
afterwards we will collect a fish 
and chip order for everyone, (so 
bring money!) Please sign up at 
the back of church or let Julie 
know.  
All are welcome, whether you do 

the zoom course or not. 
 
 
 

LENT COURSES:  

mailto:jberrow@outlook.com


 

ST BARNABAS  
BECOMES SILVER  
ECO CHURCH  
(This article was posted on 
Diocesan Website www.cofe-
worcester.org.uk News - 14.02.22) 

Congratulations to St Barnabas 
Church in Worcester who have 
achieved their Silver Eco Church 
award from A Rocha.  Judy and 
Chris Ford are the Eco-reps for 
the parish and have been 
working with the PCC on 
improving the environmental 
credentials of the church.  
 
They said: “Since achieving our 
bronze award in 2019, we 
revisited the online survey on 
the Eco Church website and 
gradually worked through it, 
making small improvements 
where we could. The biggest 
change we made was to switch 
all the lighting in both the church 
and church hall to lower energy 
LED lights, but we have also 
taken smaller steps forward, for 
example installing recycling bins 
in church, joining in with ‘No 
mow May’, putting up bird boxes 
and planning a wildflower area 
outside the church.” 
 
The couple have also made sure 
that caring for our environment 
is included regularly within 
worship, for example inviting a 
speaker from the local repair 
café and using the sermon slot 
to do a lifestyle audit of the 
congregation to collect data. 

Judy has also written regular 
articles in the parish magazine, 
including setting a ‘green target’ 
each month.  
 
“It has helped that there is now a 
greater awareness of climate 
change and our responsibility to 
tackle it – the incumbent and 
congregation has been 
incredibly supportive. We 
couldn’t have achieved the silver 
award without their help! They’ve 
got involved with lots of our 
ideas at church and have been 
encouraged to take part in things 
at home too, for example the Big 
Garden Birdwatch.” 
 
The church is now hoping to 
work towards gold, although they 
know that it will be more 
challenging. The PCC has roof 
repairs on their agenda, which 
with modern building regulations 
could mean better insulation. 
With the roof repairs it may be a 
consideration to include solar 
roof tiles and rainwater 
harvesting to flush the church 
hall toilets. Judy and Chris would 
encourage other parishes to 
work through the Eco Church 
questionnaire to see what they 
can achieve. 
 
 “The Eco Church website is 
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really helpful, it takes you 
through everything that you need 
to do,” said Judy and Chris. 
“Don’t be put off by the different 
questions – you’ll be surprised at 
what you’re already doing.  
Getting an energy audit is a good 
idea if you’re able to and then put 
a small group together to see 
what changes you can make – 
we’re sure all churches can 
achieve an Eco Church award!”  
 
 
 

WORLD DAY  
OF PRAYER 
Friday 4th March 
10.30am in St 
Barnabas. 
 

I know the plans I have for you 

 

 
 
 
GO GREENER  
FOR LENT 
A Rocha encourage us to go 
greener for Lent (2 March – 14 
April). The newsletter says, ’The        
weeks leading up to Easter are a 
great time to start something new 
or give something up that        
benefits nature and helps 
address climate change.’ 
        
Here are their ideas: 

 Go plastic free. 

 Switch off from digital. 

 Boycott fast fashion. 

 Buy less or second hand. 

 Buy local or in bulk.   

 Become zero waste. 

 Spend more time in nature. 

 Invite wildlife into your 
garden or church green 
space. 

 Try a plant-based recipe or 
diet. 

 Grow your own. 

 Change your method of 
transport. 

 Take a step to save energy 
in your home.  

 Move your money. 
 Judy & Chris 
 
 

LITTER PICK 
Watch out for more details of the 
litter pick around Church on 
Saturday 2nd April at 9.30am. 
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Left page top: Julieann and 
Mark received many gifts on 
Julieann’s last Sunday.  
 
Left page bottom: Helen 
Platt made a beautiful cake 
for the occasion. 
 
Top left: Julieann & Mark 
enjoyed a meal out as one of 
their leaving gifts. 
 
Top right: Julia Adams & 
Sue Martyr were 
recommissioned as ALMs 
(Authorised Lay Ministers) 
 
Bottom: Judy & Chris with 
the Silver Eco Award (see 
page 4) 



 

8 

Chris and I receive the Eco 
Church Connect newsletter and 
thought it would be good to share        
some of this news with you. Eco 
Church are encouraged by the 
sheer number of churches that         
are making commitments to take 
action in their own communities, 
with others. At the end of 2021        
there were 4,400 churches 
registered as Eco Churches and 
1,600 awarded Eco Churches. 
42        of the Church of England 
Dioceses are now registered for 
the Eco Diocese Scheme. 
 
In June 2021 A Rocha UK 
(together with Caring for God’s 
Acre, the Church of England and 
the Church in Wales) 
successfully piloted a nature-
recording and community 
engagement          project called 
Churches Count on Nature. Chris 
and I spent an hour recording the 
visitors to         our church 
flowering borders and 
encouraged others to participate 
during that particular week.  
 
Churches Count on Nature is 
returning this year during 4 – 12 
June. Perhaps you might like to         
take part. ‘Eco Church Connect’ 
newsletter says:  
 
As we approach the year ahead, 
take inspiration that the ‘lots of 
small things’ add up and         
consider the ways your church 
can come together as a 

community this year to take 
action. 
 

St Luke’s, Hedge End received 
their Silver Award in December 
2021 and, through this poem 
(only part of which is copied as it 
is very long!), found a way to 
share their Eco Church journey. 
 
       Lots of Small Things 

The folk at St Luke’s  
know we must  

Take action, pray, and  
thus be just  

Prayer means action, so  
we’ve started  

To make our God less  
broken-hearted 

Climate change has  
made us think 

Of ways of drawing from the brink 
Climate change weighs  

on our heart 
So onwards we must  

play our part 
First we started Eco Church  

And in small ways  
began our search  

To find the ways to change  
our practice 

And thus to become  
climate active... 

           
Finally, we were very excited to 
find our church on the Silver Eco 
Church map!  
        Together, let’s keep going! 
Judy & Chris 

MORE ECO NEWS 



 

The Dean of 
Worcester, Peter 
Atkinson, said: "We 
are delighted to be 
able to host the 
learning and 
engagement 
sessions for young 

people visiting the Knife Angel in 
our newly redeveloped 
Undercroft Learning Centre at 
Worcester Cathedral. The vision 
of the project to redevelop the 
Undercroft into a Learning Centre 
is to create a place available for 
the community of Worcester to 
learn together. Therefore, it is a 
fulfilment of this vision to host 
sessions supporting the Knife 
Angel’s objective to create social 
change and raise awareness of 
the effects of violent crime. 
 
"The Cathedral will also be 
providing an opportunity for the 
whole community to engage with 
the Knife Angel through space for 
prayer and reflection and through 
our memorial service towards the 
end of the month.".  
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The Knife Angel is 
coming to 
Worcester, and the 
Cathedral is playing 
its part. 
 

The Knife Angel will 
be located opposite 
the Cathedral in Cathedral 
square from 1st to 31st March. 
Throughout this time there will be 
a prayer space inside the 
Cathedral for quiet reflection with 
resources to aid prayer and 
reflection. 
 

There will also be a memorial 
service at Worcester Cathedral 
for victims lost due to knife crime, 
violence and aggression on 
Saturday 26th March at 12pm. 
 

There will be several events at 
the Knife Angel itself throughout 
the month. 
 

Engagement sessions for school 
groups will be taking place in the 
Cathedral's Undercroft Learning 
Centre. These sessions are now 
fully booked. 
 

THE KNIFE ANGEL IN WORCESTER 
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Cricket explained: 
You have two sides, 
one out in the field 
and one in. Each man 
that's in the side that's 
in goes out, and when 
he's out he comes in 
and the next man goes in until 
he's out. When they are all out, 
the side that's out comes in and 
the side that’s been in goes out 
and tries to get those coming in, 
out. Sometimes you get men still 
in and not out. When both sides 
have been in and out, including 
the not outs, that’s the end of the 
game! Howzat!  
 
But there’s more to being on one 
side or the other when we delve a 
bit deeper. 
 
A theme has been emerging from 
recent personal events and it’s 
“Whose side are you on?” 
 
Rehearsals are back in full swing 
for the Worcester Passion Play, 
Good Friday, 2022. We hope to 
succeed this time having had to 
cancel the last two years due to 
Covid. But whose side am I on? 
As it has worked out my roles as 
a particular character or woman 
in the crowd see-saw between 
being a Jesus supporter and 
being against him. Not only will 
this mean quick changes of 
coloured headscarves in the 
public arena of Cathedral Square 
but also an authentic acting out of 

opposing views. Not 
so easy for us 
amateurs! And it made 
me think. Even in real 
life our faith may have 
its ups and downs and 
moments of temptation 

to ‘sit on the fence’. When are 
the times in life when we have to 
take a stand about which side we 
are on? 
 
Recently there was an excellent 
author event at the Hive library. 
David Ebsworth writes historical 
fiction, describing what 
happened from different 
perspectives and viewpoints, 
from different sides if you like. He 
was explaining in fascinating 
details the particular setting for 
his recent book covering World 
War Two. One of the attendees 
thanked David for the way he 
had made us think about true 
and effective Allies being not 
Spanish or French or whatever 
other nationality but citizens of 
the world. 
 
The most common definition of 
the citizen of the world idea is 
that all people have 
responsibilities to the world 
rather than just their own country  
and immediate community. 
Global citizens are curious about 
human cultures, the environment 
and economics, and how they all 
connect with each other. They 
have a desire to contribute to 

WHICH SIDE ARE YOU ON? 
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communities and the world at 
large in a positive way in order to 
improve the lives of others. You 
might say that they are on the 
side of humanity in general. 
 
A trip to the cinema and the film 
‘Belfast’ comes next. The young 
family in late 60’s Ireland are, 
between them, torn between 
roots laid down in their troubled, 
local community, where people 
know and look out for each other, 
and the pull of a more 
comfortable, secure and peaceful 
existence in England. In their 
street Protestants and Catholics 
live side by side. This has always 
been home to the mother in the 
family. In England they would feel 
like strangers, and they know that 
their accents will not easily be 
understood there. Which side of 
the Channel will they end up on? 
Which looks like the brighter 
future? 
 
So, I end up asking myself a few 
questions. How easy is it to 
‘Always look on the bright side of 
life’ as the Monty Python lyric 
goes? Can we fake which side we 
are truly on? We may have to 
when acting in a play. Are we 
open to changing sides or 
direction if the need arises? What 
does it feel like to be picked for a 
side? Or left out? Is it always best 
to take sides? Who is by your 
side when you need it? And who 
needs you to be at their side at 
the moment? 
Margaret Gandon 

Good Friday  
15th April 
10.30-12noon 
The Passion 
of Jesus is 
coming to 
Worcester –
free of charge 
for everyone. 
 

The Passion of Jesus is a 90 
minute performance put on in 
partnership with Wintershall. The 
play of this historic event will be 
performed at Cathedral Plaza 
with kind permission of the Mayor 
and the High Sheriff of 
Worcestershire. 
 

This will be re-created in 
Cathedral Plaza by the producer 
of the 2004 hit, the Passion of 
Christ starring Mel Gibson, Huw 
Jones supported by Chris Jaeger 
who is very well known for the all 
the brilliant work he does at the 
Swan Theater and Worcester 
festivals. 
 

We are expecting parishes from 
across the diocese of 
Worcestershire will be gathering 
at various points across the city 
to converge on foot in period 
dress. Players of Worcester 
Rugby and Cricket Clubs will 
make up the Roman guard and 
actors and actresses from across 
the county will be joining forces 
to make this a truly professional 
and memorable production. 
 

Join us!  For more info email: 
jane.roberts@jcjourneys.com 
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WEDNESDAY 

MORNINGS AT  

ST BARNABAS 

CHURCH 
  

Coffee & Chat  

between 10.45-11.45 

 

 
 
 
 

all welcome! 

                    

ST BARNABAS  

CHURCH HALL 
To make  your booking for  

parties, meetings, clubs,  

Baptism receptions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Rachel Chalmers (458101) 

or Julia Adams (610830)     
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TO OUR 

ADVERTISERS 

who continue to support us 
 

If you would like to advertise in 
the Church magazine the cost is 

£2.50 per month for this size. 



 

TOLLADINE SERVICE 
STATION 

Tolladine Road 
Worcester WR4 9AZ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Family business for 40+ years 
 Repairs & Servicing to all makes 

& models of cars/light 
commercials & 4x4 

 Latest Diagnostic Equipment 
 Expert & friendly advice offered 
 We offer a free collect & deliver 

service to surrounding area. 
 

01905 24213 

                                                                               
 

 

 

 

 WorcesterFuneralService.co.uk 

01905 23499 
Independent Family Funeral Directors 

      Worcester 
  

Funeral Service 

Craig is available 24 hours a day. 

Please call for any assistance. 

31c Barbourne Road,  

Worcester, WR1 1SA 

Tel: 01905 22094 
24 HOURS 

 

68, 70 & 72 Ombersley Road  
Worcester WR3 7EU 

 

www.ejgumery.co.uk 
E-mail:enquiries@ejgumery.co.uk 

E J GUMERY & SON 
Funeral Directors 

 

Independent, Family Funeral Directors 
 
  Established 1870 

 Helpful & Efficient  
           Personal Service 
 Private Chapels 
 Pre-Payment Plans 

http://www.ejgumery.co.uk/

